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Dea r Biology Alumnus, 
Greet ings from t he Departme nt of Biology a t Wes t e rn Kentucky University. 
I trust that this news letter will upd a te your knowledge of our ac tivities 
during t he past year. In addition, the de par tme n t wou l d 1 ike to mak e thi.s 
annual lette r a true " ne wslette r " by including informa tion about our g raduat es . 
We hope you will send us informat ion about your activities on the enc losed 
form. Pl ease use t he e nclosed enve l ope for your convenience . This 
information will be inc luded in ru r newsl ette r next s umme r. 
Student a nd Club Ne ws 
Cong~atulation s have been extended to Pa t Di nni ng (Bowling Green, Ky.) 
for being awarded Outstanding Bio l ogy Graduate, 1987. Mr. Dinni.ng was active 
in s tudent societies and undergradua te researc h wh i l e maintaining an exce ll e nt 
academLc record. He will be en t e ring med ica l sc hool at the Unive rsity of 
Kentucky t h LS fall . 
We are also proud that two bio l ogy majors were involved in a 
t hree-way tie f or t op academic ho nors fo r the entire graduating c lass of 1987 . 
Ed wi na Hal l St ric kl e r (E l kton, Ky . ) and Todd Cheever (Corbin , Ky.) f inis hed 
t he ir progr am as biology maj ors with a pe rfect grade point average of 4.0. 
Bot h Mrs. Strickler and Mr. Cheeve r will be e ntering the University of 
Kentucky Medical Schoo l this f all. 
The department continues to emphasize undergraduat e rese a rc h activities 
and cong ratulat es those studen t s who have presented pape r s . Ramie Hamilton 
and Shel ly Rich j o i nt l y presented a paper whic h won third place at the 
regiona l Be ta Bet a Beta convention at t he University of Georgia. This same 
pape r, s ponsor ed by Dr. Kupche lla, was awarded second place at the annual 
S igma Xi Researc h Conference held he r e at We s tern Kentuc ky University. At the 
same Sigma Xi event, Gary Howard won f irst pl ace in the graduat e division for 
his resear c h paper s ponso r ed by Dr. Elliot t . 
Two of ou r graduating M.S. degree students will continue on for the Ph.D. 
degree . Gary Howard has rece i ved a r esea rch ass i stantship for s tudy in t he 
Departme nt of Animal Sc ience at the Unive r s ity of Illinois . Stan Silver wi l l 
be continuing his s tudies on a research as s i stants hip in the Department of 
Bioc hemi s try at Iowa State Univers ity. 
The l eade rship r o l e of t he L.Y. Lanc as ter Mu Gamma Chap te r of Beta Be ta 
Beta cont inued as s tudents participated in the r egional convent ion program 
he ld on the campus of t he Unive r sity of Georg ia in Apri l . Hayden Mattingly, 
Vice President of the chapter for 1987- 88 was elected Vice Pre s ident of Reg ion 
II , Southeaste rn Section of Be ta Beta Beta. Of t he two pape rs presented at 
the regional convention by c hapte r members, one presented by Ramie Hamilton of 
Mu Gamma with She lly Rich won third pl ace (see above) . Other office r s of t he 
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chapter elected fa. 1987-88 are: Kev i n Thompson, Pr esident ; Beth Martin , 
Secretary; Joe Smith, Historian and Tommy Petersen, Activities Chai r person . 
Drs . Larry Elliott and Joe Winstead cont inue as Faculty advisors . 
Alpha Epsilon Delta (AEO) has comp l eted a ve r y active and produc t ive year. 
In addition to involvement in freshman orientation for health ca r e 
pre- professional students, Hilltopper Science Days, v i sits to professional 
sc hoo l s and a Red Cross Blood Drive, the c l ub sponsor ed severa l lectures 
r e l ated to hea l th profess i ons . Members of AEO going on to profess iona l 
schooL s in the fa ll are: 
University of Louisville Medical Schoo l 
Kim Adams (Tompkin svi lle , Ky .) 
David Chapman (Bowling Gr een , Ky . ) 
Kim Eakle (Gama li e L, Ky.) 
El izabeth McDonald (Louisville, Ky.) 
Li sa Mikulcik ( Murra y Ky . ) 
Janna Tuck (F rank lin. Ky.) 
Brad Watkins (Bowling Green, Ky . ) 
Karen Wiggins (Hartford, Ky . ) 
Unive r sity of Louisvi l le Denta l School 
Gina Davis (Beaver Dam, Ky. ) Barry Stah l (Rockfield, Ky . ) 
,U~n~i~v~e~r~s~'~·t~y,-o~f~K=e~n~t~u~C~k~Y~M~e~d~i~c~.~l~Sr.c~h~o~o~l 
Todd Cheever (Corbin, Ky . ) Jerry Smith (Hopkinsville, Ky . ) 
Pat Dinning (Bowling Green, Ky.) Edwina Hall St rick l e r (E lkton, Ky . ) 
Mark Newman (Greenville, Ky.) 
Southern Illinois University Medical School 
Mary Bi r ch (Olney, Ill.) 
Other biology majors accepted to professional schools inc lude: 
Kevin Wil son (Bowli ng Green , Ky.) 
Christopher LeNeave (Mayfie ld, Ky . ) 
George Ransde ll (Bowling Green, Ky.) 
Carl Spea r ( Burkesv ill e , Ky.) 
The Association of Medical Technology Students (AMTS) has sponso r ed 
seve ral lectu res thi s year. In additi.on, t hey served in the s pecia l olympics 
t hat was held here at Weste rn . Sandra Jones (Burkes vil le, Ky . ) wi l l be 
pres ident of t he c l ub during the 1987-88 academic year . 
Students accepted into ned i cal technology schools are as follows: 
University of Louisvill e Medical Center 
Lisa Butler (Garfie ld, Ky.) 
Lindsey Miller (Elizabethtown, Ky . ) 
Lou rdes Hos pit a l - Paducah, Ky. 
Lisa Chiles (Hopkinsville, Ky.) 
Daniel Crowd en (Madisonville, Ky.) 
Owensboro-Daviess County Hos pita l 
Andrew Mou tardie r (Owensbor o , Ky.) 
Lisa Whitney (Drakesboro, Ky.) 
St . Hary ' s Hos pital - Evansvill e . Ind. 
Ellen Estep (Dawson Springs , Ky . ) 
Vanderbilt Medical Center - Nashville, Tenn. 
Lea Neely (Franklin, Ky.) 
Elizabeth Stanfield (Nashville, Tenn . ) 
Scholarship8 
Due to the generosity of alumni, faculty, staff and friends of the 
department, we have been able to increase the number of scholarships awarded 
to students in the bio l ogical sciences. The Biology Scholarship Fund, 
initiated by faculty and now supported by alumni, staff and friends, has 
reached a value of $28,500 as of December 31, 1986. 
A special note of sympathy is made to Mrs. Florence Cole and family on 
the passing of Dr . B.C. Cole. The faculty and students deepLy appreciate Dr. 
and Mrs . Cole for their assistance in the form of the Florence and Basil C. 
Co l e Scholarships. Due to the generosity of the Cole family, twenty 
scholar-ships of $500 each have been awarded in 1987 - 88. 
These and other scholarship and developmental funds continue to be of 
major importance to our students and are greatly appreciated by the entire 
academic commu nity . Several alumni may work for companies that have matching 
fund programs doubling or partially matching contributions from their 
employees. If you have questions about this fund, pleas e contact the 
departme nt or t he Col l ege Heights Foundation. 
Faculty New8 
The past year has been very rewarding to the depar t ment in the area of 
research grants. Three members of the department have been successful in 
obtaining extramural funding: 
Dr. Va lgene Dunham - NSF-EPSCoR; Controls of DNA 
rep l ication in cauliflower mosaLC VLrus infected cells. 
$97,814 for 5 years . 
Dr. Larry Gleason - National 
Disease; Defense Reactions 
$68 , 502 fo r 2 years. 
Institute of 
of Amphipods 
Allergy and Infectiou s 
to Acanthocephala. 
Dr . Joe Winstead - Marcia Athey Fund of 
Science and WKU; Sulfur deposition in 
on t he Cumberland Plateau of Kentucky 
su l fate . $20.400 for 2 years. 
the Kentucky Academy of 
the wood of shortleaf pine 
in relation to atmospheric 
All three of these grants support graduate students on research assistant-
ships. 
The department is proud to announce that Dr. Blaine Ferrell was awarded 
the Ogden College Faculty Excellence Award at commencement last May . His 
act i v i ties in teaching. research and service have been of great credit to our 
department and appreciated by our students. 
Dr. Tom Coohil l has left the department to become head of the Department 
of Physics. Dr . Martin Houston has accepted the position of Associate Dean in 
Ogden College . Dr. Rudy Prins has replaced Dr. Herb Shadowen as our 
representative to Tech Aqua. 
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Dr. Robert Hoyt has been awarded a sabbatica l leav e for the fall 
semeste r, 1987. Dr . Hoyt will be visiting specific r esea rch laboratories 
involved with t he earLy life hi story of fish to obtain access to literatur e 
data bases concerning marine and international studies. These visits include 
Hawaii, Scotland and four locations in the United States . Informati on 
obtained will be included in a bibliography of the subjec t presen tly being 
compiled by Dr . Hoy t . 
Cur riculum Changes 
The department takes pleasure in announCLng the establ i s hment of a B.S . 
degree in Recombinant Genetics. This degree program in genet ic engineering is 
the first of its type in Kentucky and one of s ix such programs in the United 
States. The fo llowing core cou r ses are required: 
Cred it 
Biological Concepts I + Lab 
Biological Concepts It + Lab 
*I ntro . to Mol ec u l ar Biology + Lab 
Developmental Bi~ logy + Lab 
*Bacteriology + Lab 
*Undergraduate Seminar 
*Ce ll Biology + Lab 
*Biochemistry + Lab 
Molecular Genetics 











*Courses containing separate sections for 
the recombinant genetics major. 
We already have met oor expected enrollment of 15 for the fall semester 
and expect as many as 80 majors in four yea.s. 
Change o f Location 
Because of asbestos removal and renovation of the third floor of Thompson 
Complex North Wing, the department is scattered this summer betwee n Snell 
Hall, Center Wing and the Environmental Sciences and Technology building. In 
addition, only th~ first floor of the North Wing will be occupied for the 
entire academic year 1987-88. Hopefu lly, this disruption will not inhibit any 
corres pondence . 
We trust this lette r has been informative . With you r help on the 
enclosed questionnaire , s ubsequent newsletters will contain more information 
about alumni. We would a ppreciate the names of any OJtstanding high school 
students that you might send us . Thank you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
t}c.( r'-:L~,_\,,,,-~ 
Valgene L. Dunham, Head 
Department of Biology 
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Biological Science Alumni Survey 
Western Kentucky University 
1. Name 
Addreaa 
(if different from that 
on envelope) 







( circle correct degree{s» 
3. Current job title or description 
4. Present employer 
5. News for Alumni Newsletter 
University 
Please return by Sept. I , 1987. 
Thank you for your as sist ance. 
...... 
